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theology are about to dissolve their long partnership, and debating only as to the probable consequences, whether there will be the confusion of an interregnum or a revolutionary period, and whether the great enterprise of the civilisation of mankind   can   be  carried   on when the security of religion, and the confidence which it inspires, shall have been withdrawn.   Those who regard theology as an essential basis of morals may be right in maintaining that the affairs of the world can never prosper without the support and guidance of some such belief; but in Europe the  transition  is  at   least  gradual,  and   the   carefully recorded results of observation and experience are steadily limiting the sphere  of direct superhuman intervention. It is at least possible in Europe that morality may take up an independent  position as the arbiter  of   temporal affairs and the material interests of mankind, and may manage to go forward upon her own score and venture; but even with the aid of British penal codes this would be a very perilous venture in India.    In Asia, prescriptive authority, which necessarily means  divine authority, is the  only  explanation upon which the Hindu   mind,  so primitive yet so restlessly enquiring,  can find rest and release  from uncertainty;   and   morality must still  be content with playing a secondary part in subordination to the religious beliefs.
As with moral and ethical explanations, so it is with political and social institutions, they must have their basis on religious prescription, except where the British Government undertakes to demonstrate practically that the thing must be so. The pedigree of a rule or a right must be traced far away up into the mists of the past, up to a